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Freshwater pearl mussel
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A Complex life cycle

Settlement

Encystment Juvenile mussels (0.4mm)
drop off gills in early

A P O p u I a t I O n d e C r e a Glochidia must attach to the gills of
Q{? » host salmonid fish and stay SUmmer
(% encysted for approx. 9 months

A Due to multiple environmental factors 5 &% &

A CI f d d d EN . I U CN Release Fertilisation and Brooding 6?
aSSI Ie aS e n an g e re ( y ) 1 to 4 million glochidia Males release sperm to fertilise female
I d bvf | eggs. The developing larvae (glochidia) .
air:sti;:‘s:r (m‘:)::i?ye brood within the female gills Juveniles
rate is 99.99%) Stay fully buried within
i the river bed for at least

5 years

Maturation
Mussels are able
to reproduce from
around 12 years
of age

Adult mussels
6.5cm to 15cm, live
partially buried in
the river bed, and
can reach 120 years
of age
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Vramsan

AUNESCO biosphere reserve
ALargest tributary of Helgé

AAIl of the 7 Swedish large musse

AHigh ecological values
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Ecological situation Mramsan




